A Sure Word

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work,” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

“Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,” (2 Peter 1:21).

Brethren have a fundamental attachment to the Bible as the Word of
God. These 66 books were written by 40 different authors over 1,600
years. These books called the Bible are our core, our foundation,
because they give us what God Himself has revealed.

1. God's Word comes first.

—in Creation. In Genesis 1:3, the first words directly from God are
“and God said.” “God said” is the definition of God's Word. God
created everything that we see, touch, taste, feel, hear, observe,
experience. God created it through His own words.

--in providing salvation (John 1:1). John affirms this: “In the
beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” “All things were made through Him,” the Word of God, whom
John identifies as Jesus Christ.

--in maintaining the universe. Hebrews 1:3 says Jesus “upholds all
things by the Word of His power.”

--in establishing the Church. The Church was created by the Word
of God. Jesus declared in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my Church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” He created the Church on
the day of Pentecost as the Word was preached by Peter and the
Apostles.

2. God's Word comes from God. God gave it. God
superintended the writing of the original documents. Every word used
was perfect. God communicated everything He want to communicate.
He included everything in the Word of God that we needed to have.

God gave it through His divine inspiration (2 Timothy 3:16). He
breathed it out. So, we read it. We understand it as best we are able.
We put it into practice.

If it comes from God, it has divine authority. Now if God has no

authority in your life, then God's Word has no authority in your life.
We believe it because God gave it.

God is the one who has made us. God is the One who orders our
lives. God is the One who brought us into the world. God is the One
who will take us out of the world. As God does that, then His Word
serves as our rule of faith and practice. It serves as our own “owner’s
manual.”

3. God's Word is received in 66 books. There is no magic
number in 66. It’s simply the way it turned out to be. In the Hebrew
Bible Samuel and Kings are one book each. Yet in the English
translations we have two books of each to make it simpler to read.

Some claim there are “lost books of the Bible.” Yet, if they're lost,
how do we have them available? Why aren't they in the Bible? The
early church read those books. It denied that these books were from
God. Reformation Christians followed the lead of what the Jews had
received for their Scriptures. Ancient authorities, going back to the 2nd
Century, consistently have maintained these “lost books” are not
worthy to be received as God’s Word.

4. God's Word is sufficient. 2 Timothy 3:16 means that it is
enough for what is right, what is wrong, how to get right, and how to
stay right. It covers all that we need to know.

It's profitable for doctrine. That's what to believe.

It’s enough for practice, that is, what to do.

It's sufficient for life, that is, how to live.

It's sufficient for church order.

It's sufficient for morals. It puts boundaries on our morals.

It is sufficient for evangelism. It has the exact message we need to
proclaim as Good News.

It's sufficient for counseling, and how to have us think after God’s
thoughts.

It's absolutely trustworthy. It doesn’t have mistakes.

5. God's Word provides peace and assurance. For us who
believe, it provides the assurance and peace we need. It tells us there is
a Saviour whose name is Jesus. It tells us that we have a sin problem.
It says that Jesus dealt with our sin for us by going to the Cross and
atoning for our sin. It tells us that the Saviour loves us, and is creating
a people called the Church. He is drawing people from every tribe,
every tongue, and every nation into one body called the Church.
Because we know we have a Saviour, we know He loves us. He is



bringing us into that relationship to have perfect peace and to have
assurance that we know we're going to Heaven when we die.
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